The Cantor Collection of Malayan fresh-water fishes 

By Bric R, Alfred 

Kaffir:a Mnstutit, Singapore 
Utt'eafvctl Altguxl, , 

\y- ms MONUMENTAL catalogue of Jvla] : tyan Fishes, Theodore Cantor, 1849, Journ. 
Asia, Sou. Bengal, voL 18, pt. 2. included 12 species of fresh-water fishes from localities in 
Penang, Singapore, the Langkawi Islands, Province Wellesley and Malacca. His descrip¬ 
tions constitute not only the first published records uf Malayan fresh-writer (tshes hut also 
include a new species, MatTapwiiw jtlixiwx Cantor, 

Cantor’s collections, which consist partly of skim and partly of spirit specimens, 
were incorporated into the large collection of Indian fishes in the Museum ol ihc Bits: 
India Company in Calcutta, In i860, the entire collection of that Museum was presented 
to the British Museum (Natural History), London. 

During [t visit io the British Museum in February 1 96Q, l had trie opportunity of 
examining n part of this interesting collection I was able to [rate die specimens with 
the assistance of Mr. A, Wheeler and Mr. G, Palmer and wish ui thank them for lhcir 
kind help. 

Nnnilus mind us (Hamilton) 

Nsirji/fts Iiifinunriitii.t C AN'tHR, IS49 r y, 999: Freall WJUcr Malayan Peninsular* 

One specimen No, 1860.3,19.931, Malay Peninsular, 79 mm. total length and 
654 mm. standard length. Lateral line scales 49. This ls as yet the only known example 
of the specie* collected in Malaya. Cantor’s remark that Ihc “fish is as numerous in the 
Malayan Peninsular as in Bengal” would refer lb the other Malayan species, ,Y. nphitfotou 
(Cray)* 

Annbns testud incus (Bloch) 

Attaints .scandisu Cantor, i ft. 1064: Fresh water raid estuaries Malay Peninsular and 
Islands (Singapore and Uiiumcj. 

A jjjj/nj.i n-nndaK CiuNTiiEin, iKfhl, p. 575: PJilting and Malayan Peninsular. 

One specimen No. | 860.3*19.953. Malay Peninsular, 54 mm, total length and 41 4 
mm. standard length. In addition, three skins from Penang No. 1860,3,19,312 314 
about 155, 115 and 90 mm, lolul length and about 120. 9(1 nml 70 nun. standard length. 


Bella pugmix fCatiteir) 

Mpi'fupfittus pappuix Cantor, I s-p.i. p. Uiijh, pt, It. Jigs L-3: I rcsli water, l J J[iiuig, Malayan 
Peninsular. 

lift id puKiwx GoNTiiFU, lUftl, p, 3-59: Pimm 5 , 

1 he three Synlypes from Penang comprise a specimen No. 1860.3.19.930 of 88 rum. 
total length and 61 mm standard length nnd two skins No. 1860,3*19.3 J 7-31S, res¬ 
pectively about SR and 76-5 mm. Mai length and about 65 and 53 mm. standard length. 
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Osphronuimis gummy Lacepedc 

C*™- "«.n 1070 : (N,l„rali«d) F rei h watC r, K„ all& Ma | aeca 
0 IF W,™,„- rttar Oman. lUI. p. 3M, Pp, wg uad Mubyw, Peninsula, 


One specimen No. 1 S 60 . 3 . 19 . 929 . Malacca, 94 mm. total ...h 7 ,. a 

f“ < ? arl ! *® nJdilion, Ihree skins from Penang Nos. 1860 . 3.19 307-309 ™!!d 

ss^ssssa 3!5 - * - “ “ “ l “" 1 -—»• w 


Tncliftgaslur leeri (Sleeker) 


"‘tKZtaKlar < ’"' rt) C * N ™ 1 134 ' J ' P' 107 '■ P'' 'I. 'it. 5: Pmll wmcr. PInnng, 


Osplwmjtimji iru'lmpteriu vur, hrn Guntiilh, p. jhj. pj nE , nK . 


One specimen from Penang Nn. 1860 . 3 . 19 . 8 S 2 of 105-5 Mm; lota] length unci 76-5 
sErtnuard length. 


Tri vhf tga s ter t ri d 10 pturus ( Pn 31 ■ i s) 


rfidwpoihts tridiapterui (part] Qu^TOR, JS 4 ^ n liJ 7 i nf TT ■ ,. uv.-.ri, „ n, 

Malayan I’emni-aFar, ». mfi r pL f- res]l w ^«- h P mn n& 


Osphrurnnitu tritftnpterut var. cantoris Gcntiieu, ]S6J r p. 334 ; pj niUlJ ,_ 


Gunther reports one ddh but I have nor been able m locale this. Cantor’s account 
yearly indicates that he was considering the two species together. Gunthers description 
■ In.High brief, cnnlirms that it is the present species. 


dunum striata Bloch 

0ph ‘lZ P ut^T k ' aS 1849, p - ,07J; F 7Khwui.T :,uJ onnrio. Malayan PMJmdar 

Opfiiacephatus striatar Gun in hr, JEl 5 | H p, 474; Sea of I^fn^oc- 

Three skins from Penang No. E R 60 . 3 . 15 J .3 34-3 3 6 about 2 S 0 . 250 and IfiO mm 
total length and about 23 . 1 , 206 and 135 mm, standard length. Gunther lists a fourth 
skin but 1 have not been able to locate this. 
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Oryzlus jaYankus (Rleeker) 

/’jj/icj'jnjr fumcftax (pare3 Cantor, 1H-1 y n p. t2J4: Fresh water PiiMing. 

H IT/J fachiUfx punch iTX {part) GuNIUEn, IK6Ci, p. Jtl: Pipun£- 

One specimen No. 1960,3.!,!. Penang, about 24 mm. total length and 20 mm. 
standard length. Tht*; is Gunther's “young” specimen. 

Aplijchcilus pnnctmx (Hamilton) 

Pattcltcix luinchux (pun.) Gmoh. EB49. p. 17}A: Fresh water Piuan E . 

Hapfachilus panchtsit (pun) Gun mm, Isfifc, p, 3S3: Fittane. 

One specimen No. 1860.3,19.777. Penang, 55 4 mm. total length and 4Q-8 mm. 

standard length, 

Mystus gulio (Hamilton) 

Bagraf abbreviates CaNH>r, IKJ?, ji. 12 3-G: Sen and estuaries t>: Pinang. 

Mac rones gut to Gumiio, L864, p. 79: Pinan^- 

Two skins No. 1860.3,19,497—1-98, Penang, about 1B(J and 95 nun. total length 
and about 145 and 78 mm. standard length. 

Cl arias hatraelms (Linnaeus) 

Clarias pmictatus Can e nic, I #49, p, 124$: Estmmcs isluI freshwater. Pinang. 

Ctarfas magur Gunther, ES64. p. 17.: Pining. 

One skin No, IK60..3.19.30 l, Penang, about 205 mm, total length und about 180 
mm, standard length. 

Hamp:il;i maernkpidota (Valenciennes) 

Ciipoi'lu mwralepidatu Cantor, !S4y, p. 1747; Freshwaler P:n:vTif!,. 

Bar bits hmiipa! GuNTiniB, L£hB, p. L 19 : Eh[iLLii.r. 

One skin No. 1860.3.19,373, Penang, about 235 mm. total length and about. IBU 
mm. standard length. The markings' on the body and on the caudal fin arc not visible. 

Kasboru siimatrana (lilceker) 

Lcuciscfta ruthctrti Cantor, 2S-!') r p, 125(1: Freshwater, Ehaane. 

Hasbara i>h hanani GUN]Nan. iStiH, p. 1945 : Pirtiirtg. 

Two skins No, 1860.3.19,376 377, Penang, about 105 and 103 mm total length 
and about 85 and 82 mm. standard length. The body markings comprising the lateral 
stripe, preen tidal spoL and supra-atml pigment are still dearly indicated and correspond 
mlher well with BriltanN description (1954, p. 134) of specimens from Kedah, Penang 
Island and Perils, 

liuta alba (Zuiew) 

MonopiLTiLn javaaicia Cantos, L s-t9, p, [321, pi. V, figs, 6—B: Seu of Pinang, Malayan 
Peninsula, 

Three specimens No. 1960.3.1.2—1. Penang, about 255. 137 and 113 mm, total 
length. 


Mus, 26. 19*1- 
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